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Love: The Right to Abortion

The Right to Abortion
By: Sasha Love

Abortion is a practice of ending a pregnancy through the removal of the
fetus in a woman’s womb. Abortion was carried out through apothecary medicine at
first, but has become more effectively carried out through surgery and modern
medications as technologies progress. It became illegal in the US in the 1800s after
the Civil War when the issue boiled over because white men anticipated an increase
in African-American reproductive freedoms and an increased immigrant population
and forced white women to have the children they carried (PBS, Yang and
Goodwin). Abortion restrictions often end up effecting the most under-represented
and struggling members of our state and nation. Though abortion was legalized by
the Supreme Court in Roe V Wade in 1973, the issue of federally banning abortion
has once again been brought to the Supreme Court’s doorstep this year. A leaked
Supreme Court draft, in early May of 2022, strongly suggested that Roe V Wade will
be overturned by the Court this summer, leading to a federal ban on abortion (though
governors of their respective states would be able to choose their status on the issue).
Abortion is a basic human right and should be kept legal in all states,
including California. In the US, criminalizing abortions is rooted in racism, sexism,
and repressing minorities to the advantage of the powerful. Historically, it has been
similarly rooted in power and control in other countries with dictatorships who
strongly encouraged state-run birth programs as a way to strengthen their rule.
Further, regulating women’s bodies encourages an oppressive patriarchal society that
harms women’s rights and mothers in a situation where they may need an abortion
because they feel unprepared to bring a child into the world. Birthing a child is a big
event that will impact the mother, baby, and society for decades to come. This choice
to end a pregnancy should be seen as a thoughtful, mature decision for the future of
our society, and not be punished. Lastly, even if the Court does succeed in making
abortion illegal, it will not ban the practice from being carried out, but simply make
it more dangerous for expecting women.
Punishing women for abortion initially took place among enslaved black
women in 1700-1800 America where they were considered “valuable property” of
enslavers and “they didn’t have the freedom to control their bodies,” leading “slave
owners to prohibit them from having abortions” (Planned Parenthood). Criminalizing
abortion is rooted in slave owners regulating the bodies of these persecuted human
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beings. Moreover, illegalizing abortion became law after the Civil War scared people
that the Black population would rise because of abolition, and also because of
increased immigration, causing the “browning of America” (PBS Yang and
Goodwin). Abortion is further rooted in sexism because it only became an issue
when men who didn’t fully understand the human implications of having children
shunned it as a cruel practice when they started professionally taking over the
industry of midwives and women’s health practitioners (PBS, Yang and Goodwin).
However, abortions can be an essential resource for single moms or struggling
women who cannot keep themselves alive and well in a society already plagued with
low levels of affordable housing, increasing cost of education, rapidly increasing
inflation, and lower pay rooted in sexism. Forcing women to bring a/another child
into this world could devastate them financially and lead them to not be able to
provide the child with adequate care. This is not to say all women should avoid
children because they would not be able to be adequate mothers if they are struggling
financially, with relationships, etc., rather they should not be forced to take on the
substantial extra burden of an additional human by leaving them without options for
their future. As seen, banning abortions is not only rooted in racism and sexism, but
also puts those with financial disparities at a much greater disadvantage. These
financial disparities are tied in with pre-existing racism and sexism because racist
and sexist ideologies historically and currently cause inequalities in our economic
system.
From the time Roe V Wade was instituted, there have been laws that have
tried to limit its freedoms and that have been aimed at hurting minorities, just like
when abortion was first criminalized. For instance the Hyde Amendment, passed in
1976, “blocked federal Medicaid funding for abortion services” which, “penalizes
low-income people seeking abortion — forcing those already struggling to make
ends meet to pay the biggest proportion of her income for safe, legal care” (Planned
Parenthood). Though it still allowed abortion in cases of rape or incest, it is
ultimately meant to harm marginalized peoples. Furthermore, as reported by the
Washington Post the Trump administration in 2019 attempted to defund Planned
Parenthood by, “cutting off federal funds from health-care providers that offer
abortions or even discuss the procedure with patients” (Brostoff). This shows that
there has always been a fight to minimalize the legality of abortion before and
throughout Roe V Wade, that ultimately harms the most repressed and vulnerable
women of the U.S. This is likely to continue and intensify if Roe V Wade is
overturned.
The people choosing to end their pregnancies through abortion do not steep
in violent intents. They are women in situations where they feel like they cannot
support a child in this world. They may be sexually abused and raped, or they may
want an abortion for reasons that are not as clear, but still should be seen as just as
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acceptable. They may have many other children already, be working minimum wage
and struggling to sustain themselves, be trapped in a toxic relationship, enjoy
working a full time job, or simply don’t feel ready or want to have kids. Birth control
can be an option for women not wanting children, but it doesn’t always work, and
sometimes people end up having unwanted children when they are young and not
ready. One example of this is Casey Duram who was “working [minimum wage] as a
receptionist and barely had enough to support herself” (CNN) and received an
abortion because she knew that was the right thing to do for the potential baby, and
her future. People like Casey are making a wise and thoughtful decision to abort their
pregnancy that should be respected because everybody's voice and decision on their
private and personal lives should be valued and ultimately be their own. Some
staunch Christian followers say you are killing innocent babies that Jesus wanted to
survive because he cares about everyone. But if He cares so much about having these
children survive physically, what about after they're born? If they are born into a
world that does not want them, they will likely suffer enormously emotionally for the
rest of their lives. Forcing these children to be born into an emotionally harmful
world does not seem like caring for them. Furthermore, if He cares about everyone
and thinks everyone should have a voice, then what about the mothers who can’t get
an abortion and who are being forced to take on an unwanted burden? And why let
women’s voices be quieted by a patriarchal society that doesn’t allow them rights to
choose their own health and futures? Many conservative senators supporting the
Court in overturning Roe V Wade also voted against the Child Tax Credit “almost
uniform GOP opposition, [led] to an approximately 41 percent spike in child
poverty” (Washington Post, Stein). This goes to show that most politicians against
the right to abortion also don’t support family support and planning, which will make
it nearly impossible for some mothers to raise children.
It is also important to note that banning abortion sounds quick and easy, but
in reality it will not automatically cause the procedure to stop being carried out. Like
all necessary things made illegal, it will still be carried out, just in a more
unprofessional and dangerous way under the table. A study conducted by the
Guttmacher institute, an organization started by Planned Parenthood to educate the
public on reproduction rights and keep track of current reproductive laws, concluded
that, “the proportion of all abortions that are estimated to be least safe increases as
abortion laws become more restrictive” (Guttmacher, 14). For instance, 87% of
women received safe abortion where abortion laws are less restrictive (i.e. you can
get an abortion legally without complications), whereas only 25% of women
received safe abortion in areas where abortion was most restrictive (Guttmacher, 14).
Unsafe abortions can lead to many medical issues for the woman and baby in
question; “complications can sometimes be fatal” (CNN). A reproductive health
expert and sociology professor at the University of Boulder stated, in her peer25
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reviewed article, that continuing pregnancies instead of aborting them when
necessary because of restrictive bans on abortion would lead to pregnancy-related
deaths to annually “increase by 21% overall [and] 33%” for Black women (Amanda
Jean Stevenson). There is a clear connection on how outlawing abortion will not stop
it, but cause it to become less safe.
Regulating abortions promotes social norms of repressing the voices and
rights of women in our country. If they are not allowed a voice on how they would
like to live their lives and their futures then how can we expect that they will get an
equal representation in politics, as workers, as voters, as elected officials?
Criminalizing abortions stops the growth of gender equality in all aspects of life in a
nation that has been striving for fairness and justice for decades. According to a
reproductive health expert and sociology professor at the University of Boulder,
“Women who are denied abortion are more likely than women who received desired
abortions to suffer economically, stay with abusive partners and experience health
problems during and after their pregnancies” (Amanda Jean Stevenson). Restricting
abortion continues to promote sexist oppression while blaming and burdening
victims of accidental pregnancies by controlling their futures.
The US government and law does not have the right to interfere in citizens’
private lives as stated by the 14th Amendment . It declares that states cannot, “make
or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the
United States,” and further, akin to the well-known first words of the Declaration of
Independence, citizens shall not be, “deprived [of…] liberty” (Constitution of the
United States, amend. 14, sec. 1). Restricting reproductive rights for approximately
half of the US population is undoubtedly “abriging” their privileges. The
constitution set out to protect citizens from government mandates that interfere with
their personal rights because the founding fathers and, later, government officials,
believed their cultures and identities should not be stripped away to provide for the
wants of politicians. Roe V Wade decided that reproduction is a private matter and
falls within our private rights; what has changed now?
We are lucky that the private clause has been instituted in our nation
because totalitarian dictators like Hitler of Nazi Germany used women as a tool to
increase his “Aryan” population. He did this by strongly incentivizing, nearly forcing
suitable German women to have children as a way to satisfy his obsession with
growing his army and the Aryan population while replacing the degenerate one
(Britannica). The byproduct of this mandate further led women to be kept from
workplaces and independence as they were simply kept in the house as child bearers
until well into WWII (Spielvogal, 858). This kind of government interference in
private life is dangerous and can lead to disintegration of rights and backwards
societal views that disempower women, so instead, we should stand up for our rights
and our independent privacies granted in the Constitution.
26
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It would be silly to ignore the fact that not all of the American public is
firmly planted on one side of this issue or another, but rather many Americans
support an abortion ban with limitations. For example, 63% of Americans support
allowing abortion no matter what stage of the pregnancy in cases of rape or incest,
but 48% of Americans believe abortion should be legal up to 15 weeks into
pregnancy according to a PBS Newshour poll done in early May of this year (2022)
after the Supreme Court’s decision was leaked. While allowing abortion in some
cases, but not others may seem like a fair compromise to settle upon, partially
banning abortion is a slippery slope that will cause continued oppression of women’s
reproductive rights. It may be hard to prove your abortion was caused by rape or
incest, and even if they can, women shouldn’t have to pursue a bureaucratic
nightmare to be able to decide not to have a baby. Additionally, many women don’t
know of their pregnancies during the early weeks and therefore banning it once they
know of their pregnancy and all information was revealed to them is just as bad as
banning it completely. Some people also argue that if abortion is banned in one state,
the expecting woman can simply move to a more liberal state. However, this is
hardly ever the case because moving and/or traveling requires substantial wealth,
while women needing an abortion are especially likely to be lower income, making
this situation very impossible for many. Even if it is possible, the time spent
traveling and waiting for appointments will likely, “lead to needing an abortion later
into pregnancy, and ultimately becoming ineligible to get an abortion” (Amanda Jean
Stevenson) because if Roe V Wade is overturned federally, abortion will likely be
illegal, even in most liberal states, after several months of pregnancy.
Banning abortion has historically harmed minorities, and regulating
women’s rights continues to oppress them to this day. Regulating women’s bodies
insinuates oppression and harmful sexist societal norms in a patriarchal society.
Mothers in the situation of expecting a baby should be supported in making the best
decision for their future, which may include not having the baby if they are to be
brought into a harmful situation. This decision should be respected. Christians
believe Jesus cares about us all, so He should care about the future of these children,
and of the mothers who will ultimately be dramatically affected. Further, only
partially banning abortion, will yield to loosening Roe V Wade’s critical standard,
and yield to banning it further. Lastly, banning abortion will not make it illegal, but
instead simply make it more difficult and dangerous for an already repressed societal
group. We cannot live in a world where girls are scared to grow up because they
know they can be taken advantage of so easily. Abortion is a basic human right that
should be kept legal in all states including California because women have the right
to choose what is best for them and we are not to be manipulated property of
politicians. Do we want to live in a California where girls are scared their futures
will be robbed of opportunity because of oppression from a patriarchal society that
27
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does not allow them to own their bodies and their futures, or do we want to live in a
society where we all have rights and futures and are not scared of others being able
to change that with the sign of a pen?
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